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MAIDSTONE CHARTER. 


GEORGE THE SECOND, 


BY THE GRACE OF GOD, OF GREAT-BRITAIN, FRANCE, 
AND IRELAND, KING, DEFENDER OF THE FAITH, AND 
SO FORTH;3 


To all to whom theſe Preſents ſhall come, hs 


ſtone, in our coun of Kent 4 Maid- 
and ous town : And whereas the in N 
of the {aid town and pariſh have had and enjove 
diverſe lib erti : juriſdictions, franchiſes, p 
minences and immunities, by pry . 


verſe rporation of di- 
of our anceſtors or progenitors, ki — 
queens of England, by the nz of 5, Zing 
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Jurats, and commonalty of the town and pariſh of 
Maidſtone in the county of Kent, or by whatſoever 
other name or names they were called: 

And whereas 1t has been repreſented to us by the 
humble petitions of the freemen, freeholders and 
other inhabitants of our ſaid town and pariſh of 
Maidſtone, that diverſe diſputes have of late ariſen 
within the ſaid town and corporation, and informa- 
tions in nature of Quo Warranto having been pro- 
ſecuted in our Court of King's-Bench, and judg- 
ment of Ouſter obtained againſt all the acting 
jurats of the ſaid corporation, ſo that the ſaid cor- 
poration is now diſſolved, and the ſaid town is in- 
capable thereby of enjoying their ſaid liberties 
and franchiles. 

We willing that for ever hereafter there may be 
conſtantly had in the ſaid town and pariſh one 
certain and indubitable method for and concerning 
the mayor, jurats, and other officers and miniſters 
elective in the ſame town and pariſh, and for and 
concerning the keeping of our peace, and the good 
order and government of our poogee there; and 
that the town and pariſh aforeſaid for ever here- 
after may be and remain a town and pariſh of 
peace and quiet, to the dread and terror of evil- 
doers, and to the reward of good men; and that 
our peace and other acts of juſlice may be pre- 


ſerved there without any further delay: Know 


ye therefore, that We, at the humble petitions of 
the freemen, freeholders and other inhabitants of 
the king's town and pariſh of Maidſtone in the 
county of Kent, and by and with the advice of our 
privy council, of our eſpecial grace, certain * 

ege 


tual ſucceſſion. Ax p that they, by the name of 


& © 


lege and meer motion, have willed, granted, or- 
dained, conſtituted and declared, and by theſe 
preſents, for us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, do will, 
nt, ordain, conſtitute and declare, that the 
{aid town and pariſh of Maidſtone in our county 
of Kent, may and ſhall be and remain for ever 
hereafter a ſree town and pariſh of itſelf; and that 
the inhabitants of the ſame town and pariſh, by 
whatſoever name or names of incorporation or in- 
corporations they have heretofore been inco 
rated or called, and whether they have heretofore 
been incorporated or not, ſhall and may be for ever 
hereafter one body politic and corporate, in deed 
and in name, by the name of The mayor, jurats, 
and commonally of the king's town and pariſh of 
Maidſtone in the county of Kent. And them by the 
name of the mayor, jurats, and commonaltyof the 
king's town and paniſh of Maiditone in the county 
cf Kent, We do really and fully, for us, our heirs 
and ſucceſſors, erett, make, ordain, conſtitute, 
create, confirm and declare, by theſe preſents, one 
body politic and corporate, in deed and in name: 
And that by the ſeme name they may have perpe- 


the mayor, jurats, and commonalty of the king's 
town and pariſh of Maidſtone in the county of 
Kent, all and may be at all times hereafter, per- 


ſons able and capable in the law, and a body poli- 


tic aud corporate, and capable in the law to have, 
acqu'te, take, poſſeſs, enjoy and hold, lands, tene- 
ments, I:bertics, privileges, juriſdictions, franchiſes 
and i:crednaments, of whatioever kind, name, na- 
ture, quality or fort they may be, to them and their 

ſucceſlors, 
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ſucceſſors, in fee and perpetuity, or for term of 
life, or years otherwiſe howioever. And allo 
goods and chattels, and whatloever other things 
of whatloever kind, name, nature, quality or fort 
they may be. And allo to give, grant, demiſe, 
alien, aſſign and diſpoſe of lands, tenements and 
hereditaments ; and to do and execute all and ſin- 
gular other atts and things by the name aforeſaid. 
And that by the name of the mayor, jurats, and 
commonalty of the king's town and pariſh of 
Maiditone in the county of Kent, they may plead 
and be impleaded, anſwer and be anſwered, defend 
and be delended, in whatſoever courts and places, 
and before whatſoever judges and juſtices, and 
other perſons and officers of us and of our heirs 
and ſucceſſors, in all and ſingular actions, pleas, 
ſuits, plaints, cauſes, matters and demands what- 
ſoever, of whatſoever kind, name, nature, quality 
or fort they ſhall or may be, in the ſame manner 
and form as any other our liege people of our 
kingdom of Great-Britain ; perions able and ca- 
pable in the law, or any body politic and corpo- 
rate within our kingdom of Great-Britam, may 
or may be able to have, acquire, take, poſſeſs, en- 
Joy, hold, give, grant, demiſe, alien, aſſign, and 
diſpoſe, plead, and be impleaded, anſwer and be 
anſwered, defend and be defended, do or execute. 
And that the mayor, jurats, and commonalty of 
the king's town and pariſh aforeſaid, and their 
ſucceſſors, may, for ever, have a common-ſeal, to 


ſerve for tranſacting all the occaſions and buſi- 
neſſes of them and their ſucceſſors. And that it 
ſhall and may be lawful for the ſaid mayor, jurats, 


and 
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tained and ſpecified, to ſuch and the hike bounds, 
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and commonalty, and their ſucceſſors, at their 
pleaſure, from time to time, to break, change, 


and new make that ſcal, as to them ſhall ſeem ex- 
pedient. | 

And further we will, and by theſe preſents for 
us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, do gram to the ſaid 
mayor, jurats, and commonalty of the king's town 
md pariſh of Maidſtone in the county ot Kent, 
and their ſucceſſors, that the faid town and pariſh 
of Maidſtone, and the liberties and precincts of the 
ſame, from henceforth for ever ſhall be, may ex- 
tend, and reach, to take effect, as to all and ſingu- 
lar things in theſe our preſent letters - æpatent con- 


limits and boundaries, as they were uſed hereto- 
ſore to reach and extend. 

And ſurther we will, and by theſe preſents for 
us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, do grant and ordain, 
that from henceforth for ever chere ſhall and may 
be, within the town and pariſh aforcſaid, thirteen 
of the inhabrants of the lame town and pariſh, to 


be choſen in the manner hereaſter in theſe preſents 


mentioned, who ſhall be and be called jurats of the 
ſaid town and pariſh, And that there ſhall and 
may be likewiſe one of the ſame jurats to be choſen 
in the manner hereafter in theſe preſents mention- 
ed, who ſhall be and be called the Mayor of the 
king's town and pariſh of Maidſtone ; which ſaid 
jurats not being in the office of mayor of the town 
and pariſh aforeſaid, ſhall be from time to time 
aiding and aſſiſting unto the mayor of the ſaid 
town and pariſh for the time being, in all cauſes 
and matters touching or concerning the ſaid town 


and 
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and pariſh. And that there ſhall and may be, 
ſorty of the remaining principal inhabitants of the | 


fame town and pariſh, to be choſen in the manner 


ſaid town and pariſh. 


_— jurats, and commonalty of the king's town 
and pariſh aſoreſaid, and their ſucceſſors, that the 
mayor, jurats, and common council of the town 
and pariſh aforeſaid, for the time being, upon 
blic ſummons to be made thereof, being aſ- 
mbled for that purpoſe, ſhall and may have full 
power and authority of framing, appointing, or- 
dering and making, whatſoever realonable laws, 
ſtatutes, conſtitutions, decrees and ordinances in 
writing, from time to time, which to them, or the 
major part of them (of whom the mayor of the 
aid town and pariſh for the time being, we will 
ſhall be one) ſhall, according to their Jreldions, 
ſeem to be good, wholeſome, profitable, honeſt 
and neceſſary for the good order and government 
of the town and pariſh aforcſaid ; and of all and 
ſingular officers, miniſters, artificers, inhabitants 
and reſidents whatſoever, within the town and 
pariſh aforeſaid, and the liberties of the ſame for 
the time being. And for the declaration in what 
manner and order they the ſaid mayor, jurats, 
and commonalty of the town and pariſh aforeſaid, 
and all and ſingular officers, miniſters, burgeſſes, 
artificers, inhabitants and reſiants of the ſaid town 
and pariſh, {hall behave themſelves, have and uſe, 
in their offices, functions, miniſtries, artifices and 


hereafter in theſe preſents mentioned; which | 
mall be and be called the common-council of the 


And further we will, and by theſe preſents, for ' 
us, our heirs and ſucceſlors, do grant unto the 
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buſineſſes, within the town and pariſh aforeſaid, 
and the liberties and precintts of the ſame, for the 
time being, for the further public gaod, common 
utility, and good governnient of the fame town 
and pariſh, and for the victuaiiing of the fame 
town and pariſh, and for other matters and things 
whattocvcr in any wile touching or concerning 
the ſaid town and parih. An that the mayor, 
jurats, and common-council of the town and 

ariſh aforeſaid, for the time being, or the major 
part of them (of whom We wili the ſaid mayor 
of the town and pariſh aſoreſaid, for the time 
being, ſhall be one) as often as they ſhall have 
made, framed, ordained, or eſtabliſhed ſuch laws, 
in{titutions, ordinances, and conititutions. in man- 
ner aforeſaid, may make, ordain; limit and provide 
ſuch and the ſame puniſhments, pains — penal- 
ties, by fines or amerciments, againſt and upon all 
del:nquents, againſt ſuch laws, ordinances, and 
conſtitutions, or any or either of them, as and 
which to the ſaid mayor, jurats, and commonalty 
of the town and pariſh aforeſaid. for the time be- 
ing, or the major part of them (here of the ſaid 
mayor of the town and pariſh aforeſaid, for the 
time being, We will ſhall be one ſhall feem belt 
to them to be neceſſary, fit and requiſue, for the 
obſervance of the ſaid laws, ordinances aud con- 
ſtitutions. And may levy, and have the ſame 
fines, and armerciments io the uſe of the faid 
mayor, ores and commonal.y of the town and 
pariſh aforeſaid, and of their ſucceſſors, without 
the hindrance of us, our heirs or ſucceſſors, or of 
any officer or officers, miniſter or miniſters of us, 


our heirs or ſucceſſors, or without any account to 
be 


B 
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be given thereof to us, our heirs or ſucceſſors. All 
and ſingular which laws, ordinances, and con- 
ſtitur ions, fo as aforeſaid to be made, We will for 
us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, ſhall be obſerved un- 
der tlie penal: :cz in the ſame to be contained; fo 
as neverthetcis that ſuch laws, ordinances, and 
coniiiiutons, hnes and amerciments, be reaſon- 
able, and be not repugnant nor contrary to the 
laws, itetutes, cuſtoms or rights of our kingdom 
of Great-Britain. And for the better exc cution 
of our will and grant in this behalf, We have ap- 
pointed, named, created, conſlituted and made, 
and by tele preſents, for us, our heirs and ſuc- 
ceœilors, do appoint, nr me, create, conſtitute and 
make our well- beloved Edward Hunter, Eſq. to 
be the firſt and modern mayor of the town and 
ariſh aforelaid ; willing that the ſaid Edward 
— mall be and continue in the ofhce of 
mayor of the {aid town and pariſh from the date 
of theſe preients until the ſecond day of Novem- 
ber, commonly cailed the commemoration of 
All-Souls, next: enſuing, if the ſaid Edward 
Hunter ſhal! fo long live. We have allo a 
pointed, named, created, and conſtituted, and by 
tit p.clencs, for us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, do 
2 out, name, create, and conſlitute the ſaid 
a vard Ilunter and joſeph Smalvell, John 
vin, Thomas Nightingale, Thomas Argles, 
Jen Harris, Riche J Muffary. dephen Page, 
rg Cutts, to) 0 40,5078, I nomas Pope the 
wet er, naht Void h, aud Samuel Steven- 
Ion the your. ver. ic ico the fit and modern thir- 
te «44 TAL Ct the fd won and parilh, to continue 
in tlie fare offices during their ſcveral 1 
ves, 
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lives, unleſs they or any, or either of them, ſhall 
in the mean time be removed from thoſe offices by 
the mayor, jurats, and common-council, duly aſ- 
ſembled, or the major part of them, for miſgo- 
vernment or miſbehaviour therein, or for any 
other reaſonable cauſe. We have moveover ap- 
pointed, named, created, and conſtituted, and by 
theſe preſents, for us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, do 
appoint, name, create and conſtitute Roger Harris, 
Edward Argles, Thomas Haſſel, David Polhill, 
12 Baxter, William Ruſſel, Thomas Baytop, 
ichard Wottal the younger, Nicholas Rawlings, 
William Manſer, John Rawlings, Robert Pine, 
William Purlis, William Borman, John Pope, Sha- 
drack Illden, Stephen Prentis, Samuel Stevenſon 
the elder, Wilham Davis, Richard Shepard, Sa- 
muel Ellis the elder, William Forſter, Edward 
Ellis, John Alexander, Thomas Wildes the elder, 
Henry jefferys, William Stacey, George May, 
cog Barnes, John Rudkin, Thomas Rhode, To- 
ias Hammond, Stephen Gofte, Thomas Ben- 
ſtead, Simon Goldwell, John Adams, Thomas 
Broomſield, John Reader, Thomas Wildes the 
younger, and Joſiah Lane, to be the firſt and mo- 
dern forty common-council men of the faid town 
and pariſh, to continue in the fame office during 
their ſeveral natural lives, unleſs they, or any or 
either of them, {hall in the mean time be removed 
from thoſe offices by the mayor, jurats, and the 
reſt of the common-council men, or the major part 
of them, duly aſſembled, for miſgovernment or 
miſbehaviour therein, or for any other reaſonable 

cauſe. 
And further we will, and by theſe preſents, for 
us, 
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us, our heirs and ſucceſlors, do give, grant, con- 
ſtitute and ordain, that as often as any of the jurais 
ol the town and pariſn aſore ſaid, for the time be- 
ing, ſhall happen to die, or be removed for any 
reaſonable cauſe from his or their office or ot- 
fices, that then it Hall and may be lawiul to and 
for the ſaid mayor, jurats and common-council 
of the king's town and pariſh of Maidſtone aſore- 
ſaid, and their ſucceſſors, from time to time duly 
aſſembled, or the majority of them, hencelorth to 
nominate and elett any p-rſon or perſons out of 
the common-council men to be a jurat or jurats 
of the ſaid town and pariſh. And if any perſon 
or perſons to be nominated or elected, fo as afore- 
ſaid, into the office of jurat or jurats, ſhall refuſe 
to take upon him ſelf or themſelves and execute 
that office and place, then we will, and for us, our 
heirs and fucceilurs, do grant to the ſaid mayor, 
and jurats, and commonalty of the king's town 
and pariſh aſoreſaid, and their ſucceſſors, that it 
mall and may be lawful to the ſaid mayor, jurats, 
and common-council, and their ſucceſſors, or the 
* art of them, for the time being, to impoſe 
and aſleſs a reaicnable fine or ſum of money upon 
ſuch perſon or perſons fo refuſing the faid olſice 
or place of jurat or jurats; and to levy the ſame 
fine or ſum of money ſo aſſeſſed and impoſed, by 
diſtreſs of the — and chattcls of the ſame 
rſon or perſons fo refuſing, according to the 
avs and ffatutes of this our kingdom of Great- 
Britain; and ſhall and may from time to time 
take, reccive and retain the fame to the proper 
ule and behoof of the ſaid mayor, jurats and 

commonaity, and their ſucceſſors. 
And 
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And further we will, and by theſe preſents, for 
us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, do grant and ordain, 
that as often as any of the common-council men 
ſhall happen to die, or be removed for any rea- 
ſonable cauſe from his or their office or offices, 
that then it ſhall and may be lawful to and for the 
{aid mayor, jurats and commonalty of the kmg's 
town and pariſh of Maidſtone aforeſaid, and their 
ſucceſſors, from time to time duly aſſembled, or - 
the majority of them, henceforth to nominate and 
elctt any perion or perſons out of the remaining 
principal inhabitants of the ſaid town and pariſh, 
to be a common-council man or common-council 
men of the ſame iown and pariſh. And that ſuch 
perſon or perſons hereafter to be nominated and 
elected, ſhall be a common-council man and 
common-council men of the ſame town and 
pariſh, as any common- council man or common- 
council men of the ſame town now is, or are. 
And if any perion or perſons to be nominated or 
elect: d, fo as oforelaid 3 place of 


into the office or 
common council man or common-council men, 
ſnall reſule to take upon himſelf or themſelves and 
ex cute that office and place, then We will, and 
for us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, do grant unto the 
ſa d mayor, jurats, and commonalty of the king's 
town and pariſh aforeſaid, and their ſucceſſors, 
ti at it hall and may be lawful to the ſaid mayor, 
jurats and common-counc1], and their ſucceſſors, 
or the major part of them for the time being, to 
11:potc and aſſeſs a reaſonable fine or ſum of money 
upon ſuch perſon or perſons fo refuſing the ſaid 
lie or te of common-council man or common 


couucil-men ; and to levy the ſaid fine or ſum of 


( 14 ) 
money fo aſſeſſed and impoſed by diſtreſs of the 
goods and chattels of the faid perſon or perſons ſo 
refuling, according to the laws and ſtatutes of 
this our kingdom cot Great-Britain ; and ſhall and 
may, from time to time, take, receive and retain 
the ſame, to the proper uſe and behoof of the ſaid 
mayor, jurats and commonalty, and their ſucceſſors. 

We will moreover, that it a crime or other ſuf. 
ficient and notorious offence ſhall be found in any 
jurat or common-council man there, for the time 
| ah that then it hall and may be lawful to and 
for the faid mayor, and the reſt of the jurats and 
common-council men of the town and pariſh afore- 
ſaid, or the major part of them then preſent, being 
duly aſſembled, to remove and expel fuch jurat 
or common-council man from the oftice of jurat or 
common-council man of the town and pariſh afore- 
{aid reſpectively. 

We will moreover, and by theſe preſents for us, 
our heirs and ſucceſſors, do grant to the ſaid may- | 
or, jurats, and commonalty of the king's town 
and pariſh aforcſaid, and their ſucceſſors, that the 
jurats of the faid town and pariſh, or the major 
part ol the ſaid jurats for the time being, may 
ir and jor ever hereafter, from time to 
time, aſſemble every year on the ſaid ſecond day of 
November, commonly called the commemoration 
of All-Souls, or if the ſaid day ſhall happen to be 
on a Sunday, then the next day after, in any con- 
venient place within the ſaid town of Maiditone ; 
and ſhall and may there nominate and appoint two 
men, then being jurats of the ſaid town and pariſh, 
to the intent and purpoſe that the reſt of the jurats 
and commonalty, of the ſaid town and pariſh, 
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being then there preſent, or the major part of them, 
ny elect one out of thoſe two, fo to be nominated 


appointed, to be the mayor of the town and 

2riſh aforeſaid, for one whole year thence next 
Loving And that aſter the ſaid two men ſhall be 
nominated and appointed as aforeſaid, it ſhall and 
may be lawful to the reſt of the jurats and com- 
monalty of the faid town and pariſh, or the major 
part of them, to elect and prefer one of the ſame 
two men, ſo nominated and appointed, to be mayor 
of the town and pariſh aforeſaid. And that he of 
the ſaid two men, ſo choſen and preferred as afore- 
laid, before that he be admitted to the execution 
of the office aforeſaid, ſhall take his corporal oath 
before the then laſt mayor, his predeceſſor, or, in 
his abſence, before the two ſenior jurats, of the laid 
town and th aforeſaid, then preſent, for the 
true and faithful execution of the othce of mayor 
of the town and pariſh aforeſaid, in all things 
touching that office : And that after his having 
taken ſuch oath as aforeſaid, he may exeeute the 
ofhce of mayor of the town and pariſh aforeſaid 
for one whole year then next following the ſaid 
election, if he ſhall fo long live, unleſs he {hall be 
in the mean time removed from the ſaid office for 
{ome reaſonable cauſe. 

And moreover We will, and by theſe preſents, 
for ue, our heirs and ſucceſſors, do grant to the ſaid 
m_—_ jurats and commonalty of the king's town 
and pariſli aforeſaid, and their ſucceſſors, that if it 
ſhall happen that the mayor of the town and pariſh 
aloreſaid, for the time 2 ſhall dic, or be re- 
moved from that ofhce at any time within one year 


after he ſhall be elected, ſworn and preferred, fo as 


alore- 
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aforeſaid, to the office of mayor of the town and 
pariſh aforeſaid, that then and fo oſten it hall and 
may be lawful to the jurats and commonalty oi tie 
faid town and pariih, or the major part ot them, 
to elect and prefer one of the two jurats to be no- 
mirated in manner aforeſaid, by the jurats or the 
major part of them, to be mayor of the town and 
pariſh aforeſaid ; at which reſpective nominations 
and elections the ſenior jurats then preſent ſhall 

reſide. And that he who ſhall be fo elected, pre- 
— and nominated to the office of mayor of 


the town and pariſh aſoreſaid, having firſt taken 


his corporal oath, in the manner aforeſaid, may 
have and exerciſe the office of mayor of the town 
and pariſh aforeſaid, during the remainder of the 
ſame year, and fo as often as the caſe ſhall ſo hap- 
n. 
or further we will. and by theſe preſents for 
us, our heirs and ſucceſſors. do grant to the ſaid 
mayor, jurats and commonalty of the town and 
ih aforeſaid, and their ſucceſſors, that if it ſhall 
appen, that the mayor of the town and pariſh 
aforeſaid, for the time being, ſhall be fo afflicted 
with ſickneſs, that he ſhall not be able to attend the 


neceſſary buſineſs of the ſaid town and pariſh, or | 


ſhall be abſent from the ſaid town for ſome reaſon- 
able cauſe, that then and ſo often it ſhall and ma 
be lawful for the mayor of the town and pari 
aforeſaid, for the time being, to make, conſtitute 
and ſubſtitute, from time to time, one of the jurats 
of the town and pariſh aforeſaid, to be the deputy 
of him the ſaid mayor for the time being, fo afflict- 
ed with ſickneſs, or abſent for ſome reaſonable cauſe, 
to continue in the ſame oſſice of deputy of the may- 
| OT 
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head 


— 
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and or of the town and pariſh aforeſaid, in the abſenee 


bi the or lickneſs of the mayor of the town and pariſh 
hem, eloreſaid, ſor the time being, during the plealure of 
e no- him the ſaid mayor of the town and pariſh afore- 
r the faid, for the time being; which ſaid deputy of the 
1 and mayor of the town and pariſh aforeſaid, ſo as afore- 


tions {aid deputed and conſlituted deputy of the mayor 
{hall of the town and pariſh aforeſaid, for the time be- 
pre- ing, may do and execute, during the pleaſure of the 
mayor of the town and pariſh aforeſaid, for the 
aken time being, in the abſence or ſickneſs of him the 
may ſaid mayor, for the time being, all and ſingular the 
town things which appertain, and ought to belong to 


— 
5 
© 
— 


the the office of mayor of the town and pariſh afore- 

hap- ſaid, to be done and executed within the ſame 
town and pariſh. 

s for We will moreover, and by theſe prefents for us, 

ſaid our heirs and ſucceſſors, do grant and ordain, that 


and the ſaid mayor and jurats of the ſame town and 
parth for the time being, and their ſucceſſors, or 
arſh the major part of them, may, from time to time, 
ted hereafter nominate and elett one man, learned in 


d the the law of England, Recorder of the king's town 
h. or; and pariſh aforeſaid. And that he, to be ſo nomi- 
1on- na 47. 


ted and elected, ſhall and may be, and be called 
ma recorder of the ſame town — pariſh ; and may 
ar have and hold the ſame office or place of recorder, 
mute during the pleaſure of the ſaid mayor and jurats for 
urats the time being, or the mayor part of them. And 
2 that it ſhall and may be lawful to, and for the re- 
lict- corder of the town and pariſh aforeſaid, for the 
aule,} time being, to make, conſlitute, and ſubſtitute one 
nay- other — * learned in the law of England, to be 
or deputy of him the ſaid 1 for the time be- 
| , WS 


( 218 ) 

ing; to continue in the ſame office of deputy of 
the recorder of the town and pariſh aforeſaid, du- 
ring the 12 of him the ſaid recorder oi the 
town and pariſh aiorcſaid, for the time being; 
which deputy of the recorder of the ſaid town 
aud pariſh aforeſaid, fo as aforeſaid to be deputed 
and conſtituted deputy of the recorder of the town 
and pariſh aforeſaid, for the time being, may do 
and execute, during the pleaſure of the 2.4 of 
the town and pariſh aforeſaid, for the time being; 
all and "ne? the things which appertain and 
ought to belong to the office of recorder of the 
town and pariſh aforeſaid, to be done and execu- 
ted within the ſame town and pariſh. 

And moreover we will, and by theſe preſents, 
for us, our heirs and ſuccellors, do grant to the 
{aid mayor, jurats, and commonalty of the king's 
town and pariſh aforeſaid, and their ſucceſſors, 
that from honceforth and for ever there ſhall and 
may be, in the town and pariſh atoreiaid, one 
officer or two officers, who ſhall be and be called 
ſerjeant cr ſerjeants at mace, to ſerve in the court 
of the town of the town and pariſh aforeſaid ; and 
for making proclamat.ons, arreſting and execution 
of the proceſſes, mandates and other affairs belong- 
ing to the office of ſerjeant at mace, to be done 
and executed, iron time to time, in the town and 
pariſh aforeſaid, and the limiis, bounds, and pre- 
cincts of the ſame: Which ſaid ſerjeant or ſerjeants 
at n:acc, ſo to be appointed, nominated, and elected 
by the mayor of the town and pariſh aforeſaid, 
for the tune being, ſhall be from time to time 
attendant upon the mayor of the town and pariſh 
aloreſaid, for the time being; and that the ſaid 


ſerjeant 
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ſerjeant or ſerjeants at mace, ſo as aforeſaid to be 


elected and nominated, ſhall and may be in due 
manner ſworn, before the mayor of the town and 


pariſh aforeſaid for the time being, for the true 
and faithfulexecution of his ortheir office aforeſaid. 
And that aſter having taken ſuch oath, he or they 
ſhall and may cxerciic and execute that office, du- 
= the pe of the mayor of the ſaid town 
and pariſh for the time — 7 

And further, we will and ordain, and by theſe 
preſents, for us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, do t 
to the ſaid mayor, jurats, and commonalty of the 
town and pariſh a{oreſaid, and their ſucceſſors, that 
the ſaid ſerjeants at mace to be deputed in the 
town and pariſh aforeſaid, ſhall bear or carry one 
or two gilts or i:iver maces, and engraved with the 
arms of us, our heirs and fucceilors, every where 
within the faid town and pariſh, and the precincts 
of the fame, beſore the mayor of the town and 
pariſh aforcſaid. | 

And whereas our royal anceſtor, Elizabeth, here- 
tofore queen of England, by her letters-patent un- 
der the great ſeal of England, bearing date at 
Weltminſter, the fourta day of December, in the 
ſecond Year of her reign, did, for herſelf, her 
heirs and ſucceſſors, amongſt other things, % 
unto the mayor, jurats, and commonalty of the 
town and pariſh of Maiditone, in the county of 
Kent, and their ſucceſſors, one market within the 
{ard town of Maidſtone, in a certain place there 
called the Market-place, to be held and kept then 
alter lor ever on Thurſday in every week, with all 


tolls, cuſtoms, and other profits belonging to mar- 


ots: And alſo four fairs to be held and kept in the 
—. ſaid 
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ſaid town of Maidſtone, in ſuch places where the 
mayor of the ſame town and pariſh for the time 
being ſhould appoint them to be held, by proclama- 
tion for that purpoſe made within the fame town 


and pariſh, (to wu) one thereof to begin in muy 
year then after at noon of the laſt day of April, 


and to laſt until noon of the ſecond day of the 
month of May then next following; another thereof 
to begin every year thereafter at noon of the eve 
of the feaſt of St. Edmund the king and martyr, 
and to laft until the noon of the morrow next fol- 
lowing the day of the ſaid ſeaſt; and another to 
begin m every nu thereafter for ever at noon of 
the eve of the feaſt of St. Faith the virgin, and to 
laſt until noon of the morrow next following the 
ſaid feaſt day ; and the other to begin every year 
thereaſier at noon of the eve of the feaſt of the 
purification of the bleffed Virgin Mary, and to laſt 
antil noon of the morrow next following the ſaid 
feaſt day; and alt and ſingular tolls, tributes, 
ſtallage and other things — coming or 
growing from the ſaid fairs or markets, and every 
of them, or by reaſon of the ſame fairs or markets, 
or either of them; and a Pye-powder court to be 
held in the fame farrs and markets, and every of 
them, and all fines, amerciments, forfertures, pro- 
fits and emoluments coming, growing and ariſing 
as well within the faid Pye-powder court as by rea- 
fon and occaſion of the lame, as by the ſaid recited 
letters patent more fully and at large ap 

And whereas alſo our royal predeceſ 
James the firſt, did afterwards, by his letters-pa- 


the thirty · firſt 
of 


© King 


tent under the ou ſeal of England, bearing date 
ol December, in the ſecond year 


| 


1 


ol his reign, regrant and confirm the ſaid markets 


and fairs, and other the hberties and privileges be- 
fore granted by the ſaid recited letters-patem of our 
royal predeceſſor, Queen Elizabeth, to the then 
mayor, jurats and commonalty of the town and 
riſh of Maidſtone aforeſaid, and their ſucceſſors, 
be the greater ſecurity of them, as by the ſaid laſt 
recited letiers- patent may more fully appear. 

And whereas the ſaid King James the firſt did 
afterwards, by other his Ictters-patent, bearing date 
the twenty- eighth day of July, in the ſeventeenth 
year of his reign, for himlelf, his heirs and ſuc- 
ceſſors, ratify, approve and conſirm to the ſaid 
mayor, jurats and commonalty of the king's town 
— pariſh of Maidſtone in the county of Kent, and 
their ſucceſſors, the aforeſaid markets, fairs, courts 
of Pye-· powder, tribute, cuſtoms, tolls, {tal ages, 
and profits, coming, growing, ariſing in the ſaid 
markets, fairs and courts, or in . belonging 
or appertaining to the ſame. And the ſaid King 
— the fir it did thereby moreover, for the better 

ecurity of the then mayor, jurats, commonalty, 
and their ſucceſſors, of and in the premiſes, give and 
Un for himſelf, his heirs and ſucceſſors, to the 
aid mayor, jurats and commonalty, and their ſuc- 
ceſſors, the nid markets, fairs, Pye-· powder courts, 
piccages, tributes, cuſtoms, tolls, ſtallages, and all 
and ſingular other profits whatloeverinany manner 
belonging, appertaining, ariling, crowing or hap- 
pening to the ſaid market, fairs, and pye-powder 
court. And that it ſhould and might be lawful for 
the ſaid mayor, jurats and co monalty, and their 
ſucceſſors (if they ſhould ti15% ic xpedient) at their 
pleaſure, from time to time, t extend the 2 
Al ore 
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aforeſaid beyond the ſaid place called the Market 


Place, or to hold and keep the ſame market in an 

other convenient place within the {ame town; will- 
ing, and by the faid laſt recited letters-patent, 
granting, for himſelf, his heirs and ſucceſſors, to 
the ſaid mayor, jurats and commonalty of the 
king's town and pariſh of Maidſtone aforeſaid, and 
their ſucceſſors, that they and their ſucceſſors, for 
ever hereafter ſhould and might have, take, hold, 


and enjoy, to their own proper uſe and behoof, 


in and irom the ſaid market and fairs, rea ſonable 


po money {or the {newiag oſ goods and mer- 
chandizes there to be old or expoſed to ſale, called 
ſhew-money, ſtallage, tributes, tolls, cuſtoms, com- 
modities, profits, rights and juriſdici ions, of what - 
ſoever nature, kind or ſort, in any wile belonging 
or appertaining to any markets, or and 1a as ample 
manner and form as were then or had then been 
in any wile lawfully received, had or taken in the 
fame, or in any other markets or fairs within any 
city, —_ or town in the county of Kent, al- 
though the lame profits were not named or declared 
particularly or by expreſs names in thoſe his letters 
patent, or in the ſaid letters- patent of Elizabeth, 


= of England, as by the faid letters- patent of 


e ſeventeenth year of King James the firſt may 
more fully appear. 

Know ye tkerefore that We willing to ſhew ſur- 
ther grace and favour to the mayor, jurats and 
commonalty of the king's town and parith of Maid- 
ſtone aforeſaid, have ratified, approved and con- 
firmed, and by thele preſents, for us, our heirs 
and ſucceſſors, do ratify, approve and conſirm unto 
the {aid mayor, * and commonalty of the king's 
town and pariſh of Maidſtone in the county of 
Kent, 
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Kent, and their ſucceſſors, the aforeſaid markets, 
fairs, Prve-powCcer courts, tributes, cuſtoms, tolls, 
ſtallages and Profits, coming, growing aud ariſing 
in the {aid markets, fairs and courts, in any wite 
belonging or appertaining to the lame. 

And further, for the better ſecurity of the ſaid 
now mayor, jurats and commonaltv, and their 
ſucceſſors, of and in the premiſes aſoreſaid, We 
have given and granted, and by thele preſents, for 


| us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, do give and grant un- 


to the faid mayor, jurats and commonalty, and 
their ſucceſſors, the {aid markets, fairs, Pye- poder 
courts, piccages, tributes, cuſtoms, toils, fialiages, 
and all and ſingular other profits whatſoever in any 
manner belonging, appertaining, ariſing, growing 
or happening to the ſaid markets, fairs and Pye- 

der courts. And that it ſhall and may be law- 

for the ſaid mayor, jurats and commonalty, 


and their ſucceſſors 1 they ſnall think it expedient) 


at their pleaſures, from time to time, to extend 
the market aforeſaid beyond the ſaid place called 
the Market-place, or to hold and keep the lame 
market in any other convenient place within the 
lame town; willing, and by theſe preſents granting, 
tor us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, to thr laid mayor, 
jurats and commonalty of the legs town and 
pariſh of Maidſtone aſoreſaid, and their ſucceſſors, 
that they and their ſucceſſors for eve: ereaher ſhall 
and may have, take, hold an.i enz y toter OWN 
proper uſe and beoof, in and irom the adh ts 
and fairs reaſonable piccage MOUCY LOT LAT |. 4 wINg 
of goods and merc2andizes there to be tf, or 
expoled to ſale, called {ew One, Hallage , i- 
butes, tolls, cuſtoms, conunodliies, profits, ris Ny, 
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and juriſdictions, of whatſoever nature, kind, or 
{ort, in any wile belonging or appertaining to any 
markets or fairs; and in as ample manner and form 
as are or have been in any wile lawfully received, 
had or taken, in the fam? or in any other markets, 
or fairs, within any city, eng or town, in 


the county of Kent, although the lame profits are 
not named or declared particularly, or by expreſy 
names, in theſe our leiters- patent, or in either of 
the letters-patent before recited, or in any or either 
of them. | 

We will moreover and by theſe preſents for us 
our heirs and ſucceſſors, do grant and ordain, that 
the ſaid mayor, jurats and commonalty, of the 
king's town and pariſh aforeſaid, for the time 
being, and their ſucceſſors, or the major part o 
them, ſhall and may nominate, elect and admi 
any perſon or perſons, being an inhabitant, or nc 
an inhabitant, of the fame king's town and pariſh 
of Maidſtone aforeſaid, a freeman or freemen, of 
the ſame town and pariſh. And that he or they 
ſo as aforeſaid, hereafter to be nominated, electec 
or admitted, and he or they heretofore nominatec 
elected and admitied in any other manner as hattl 
been heretofore accuſtomed in the ſame town, ma 
be a freeman and freemen of the town and parill 
aforeſaid, and fo may be called and held during 
their natural lives, if they ſhall not be removed fo 
any reaſonable cauſe by the ſaid mayor, jurats and 
commonalty, or the major part of them, for the 
time being. 
And we will that the recorder, deputy recor- 
der, jurats, common-council men, and mer 
fo as aforeſaid to be nominated, elected and admit 

tec 


q 


( 25 ) R 
ted, from time to time, and every of them reſpec- 
tively, ſhall take their ſeveral oaths, upon the 
Holy Evangeliſts, before the mayor and jurats, for 
the time being, or the major part of them (of 
whom we will the mayor for the time being to be 
one) for the true and faithful execution of their 
ſeveral offices or places reſpectively, as the ſteward 
or recorder, jurats, and freemen, of the town and 
pariſh . have heretofore been uſed or ac- 
cuſtomed. 
And whereas alſo the ſame Queen Elizabeth, 
by her ſaid letters- patent, did grant to the faid 
mayor, jurats, and commonalty, and their ſucceſ- 
ſors, full power and authority to hold a court be- 
fore the mayor of the town and pariſh aforeſaid, 
for the time being, in a convenient place within 
the town aforeſai X 2 by the mayor 
of the town and pariſh aforeſaid, for the time being, 
from fourteen days to fourteen days, on Tueſday: 
and in the ſame court to hold pleas, as well of af- 
ſize of novel deſeiſin, and whatſoever other pleas, 
actions, plaints, and ſuits, in any wiſe concerning 
meſſuages, lands and tenements, being within the 
town or pariſh of Maidſtone aforeſaid, as what- 
ſoever actions, ſuits, plaints, and demands, as well 


real and perſonal, as mixt, happening, ariſing, or 
pert Srorefaid, or 


growing, within the on 
either of them, although ould 
exceed the fum of forty ſhillings. And the ſaid 
late Queen Elizabeth did will, by her ſaid letters- 
patent, that the town and rith of Maidſtone 
aforeſaid, and the liberties of the ſame, ſhould ex- 
tend themſelves by the water of Medway, from a 
certain bridge called _ Farleigh Bridge, unto a 

certain 


or ſhould not 
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certain place called Hawk Wood, as in the ſame 
letters-patent more fully appears. 

And whereas the ſaid water of Medway, between 
the ſaid bridge called Eaft Farleigh Bridge, and 
the place aforeſaid called Hawkwood, flows by 
and through the town and pariſh of Maidſtone 
aforeſaid, and by and through the ſeveral towns 
of Eaſt Farleigh, Barminge, Looze, Boxley, Al- 
lington, and by certain ſtreets called Milhale and 
Newhyth in the pariſh of Eaſt Mallynge in our 
county of Kent aforeſaid : and the ſame town 
and pariſh of Maidſtone aforeſaid extends itſelf 

romiſcuouſly in, by and through the town of 
— aforeſaid, and Linton in the county afore- 
ſaid, and _— and alſo by the faid towns of 
Eaſt Farleigh, Barmynge Boxley, and by the 
town of Otham in our county of Kent aforeſaid, 
as we have had certain information thereof. 

We now intending to put into certainty and li- 
mit unto what pariſhes, towns, hamlets and ſtreets, | 
and how and how far the liberties and juriſdiftions 
of the mayor, jurats and commonalty of the king's 
town and pariſh of Maidſtone aforefaid ſhould 
reach. and extend themſelves, as to the hearing 
and determming pleas in their courts aforeſaid ; 
we will, and by Jiele preſents, for us, our heirs and 
ſucceſſors, of our like eſpecial grace, certain know- 
ledge, and mere motion, do grant, ordain and de- 
clare, that the liberties of the king's town and pa- 
riſh of Maidſtone aforeſaid, and alfo the jurigke- 
tions of the mayor, jorats and commonalty of the 
ſame town and pariſh, and their ſucceſſors, for the 
future, may extend and reach, and henceforth 
may be . 
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tend and reach only, as to the cognizance and 
determination before the ſaid mayor for the time 
being, and his ſucceſſors, of all and all manner of 
actions, perſonal and mixt, and of granting reple- 
vins (and to no other intents, conſtructions and 
purpoſes) into, by and through the aforeſaid 
towns and pariſhes of Eaſt Farleigh, wes © 
Looze, Boxley, Allington, Millhale, Newhyth, 
Linton and Otham, although the actions n 
or any or either of them, may or may not exceed 
the ſum of Forty Shillings, ſo as that nevertheleſs 
ſuch cognizance and termination of actions, per- 
ſonal and mixt, and replevins aforeſaid, arif 
within the town and places aſoreſaid, granted 
confirmed by theſe preſents to the ſame mayor, ju- 
rats 0 command , be not to the damage or 
prejudice of the juriſdictions, cuſtoms, liberties or 

rivileges of any other of our ſubjects, there to be 
Rad. or lawfully claiming any thing in that behalf. 
And that for the better execution of the ſame ac- 
tions, perſonal and mixt, and replevins, it ſhall and 
may be lawful to the ſaid mayor for the time being, 
to make -and execute attachments, and all other- 
legal Nur. and executions, into and through 
the aforeſaid pariſhes, towns, ſtreets, and hamlets 
of Eaſt Farleigh, Barmynge, Looze, Boxley, Al- 
lington, Millhale, Newhyth, Linton and Otham, 
by the ſerjeant or ſerjeants at mace, or by other 
ous or perſons to be nominated and appointed 
y him the ſaid mayor for the time being, as the 
law requires in that behalf. 

And whereas the ſaid late Queen Elizabeth by 
her ſaid letters - patent did grant to the ſame mayor, 
jurats and 22 their ſucceſſors, that 
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they and every inhabitant of the ſame town and 
pariſh, from thenceforth for ever ſhould be exempt- 
ed and exonerated from all and all manner ot ju- 
ries and inquiſitions to be returned, had or taken 
before whatſoever juſtices of the ſame late queen, 
her heirs or ſucceſſors, except in the ſaid town of 
Maidſtone, although the ſaid queen, her heirs or 
ſucceſſors, ſhould be parties in the ſame juries or 
inquiſitions: We alfo for the better certainty of the 
exemptions of the inhabitants of the town and pa- 


riſh from the juries and pus 2 aforeſaid, of 


our like eſpecial grace, and of our certain know- 
ledge and mere motion, for us, our heirs and ſuc- 
colibes, do will, grant and declare, by theſe pre- 
| ſents, that the ſaid mayor, jurats and commonalty 
of the king's town — pariſh aforeſaid, and their 
ſucceſſors, and every inhabitant, from time to time, 
of the ſame king's town and pariſh, or any or either 
of them, ſhall not be put or impanelled on any ju- 
ries or inquiſitions to be taken before the juſtices 
of us, our heirs or ſucceſſors, to hear deter- 
mine ſelonies, treſpaſſes, and other miſdemeanors 
in the county aforeſaid, or before the juſtices of 
us, our heirs or ſucceſſors, of niſi prius, or of goal 
delivery in the copy Kent aforeſaid, or before 
the eſcheators, and other commiſſioners orminiſters 
of us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, without the town 
and pariſh of Maidſtone aforeſaid. And that the 
| ſheriff of our county of Kent aforeſaid, for the 
time N. doth not put or impanell, nor ſhall 
cauſe to be put or impanelled, the faid mayor, 
jurats and commonalty, and their ſucceſſors, or 
any inhabitant of the ſame town of Maidſtone, on 


ſuch juries and inquiſitions to be taken as afore- 


ſaid, without the town and pariſh aforeſaid. 
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And morrovc - , for the better preſerving and 
hen ping the ſau own and pariſh of Maidſtone, and 
il. nhav.iants of the ſame, in peace and good 

overn':at, of our eſpecial grace, certain know- 
ba = an mere motion, for us, our heirs and ſuc- 
c©i:073, have wiited, granted and ordained, and b 
tho'c prefents do will, grant and ordain, that the 
mano and recorder of the town and pariſh of 
Madatton- aiorc:ia'd for the time being, and three of 
the moſt antient iu the degree and order of jurats 
in the ſame town and pariſh for the time being, 
and ev: ry of them, and their ſucceſſors, fo long as 
they ell have and hold their offices or places 
reſpectively, ſhall and may be, and every of them 
ſhall and may be a juſtice and juſtices of us, our 
heirs and ſucceſſors, to preſerve the peace of us, 
our heirs and ſucceſſors, within the town and pa- 
riſh aforeſaid, and to do, perform and execute all 
and fingular matters and things which belong to 
the office of a juſtice of the peace of us, our heirs 
and ſucceſſors, in as ample manner as other juſtices 
of the peace of our county of Kent have been ac- 
cuſtomed to do and execute. 


And that no juſtice of the peace of the county 
of Kent aforeſald do in 7 with- 


in the ſaid town and pariſh of Maidſtone to do 
any thing which thereto belongeth or appertaineth 
to the office of the juſtice of the peace. Which 
ſaid mayor, recorder, and three of the moſt an- 
tient jurats of the town and pariſh aforeſaid for 
the time being, nominated fo as aforeſaid to be 
juſtice of the pcace, and every of them, ſhall take 
their corporal oaths upon the Holy Evangeliſts 
for the faithful doing and executing the office or 


place 


1098 


place of juſtices of the peace there, before the 
reſt of the jurats then for the time being. 

And that the faid mayor, recorder, and three 
of the molt antient jurats of the town and pariſh. 
aforeſaid, as aforeſaid, for the time being, aud their 
ſucceſſors, or any three of them (of whom the 
mayor and 4 of the town and pariſh afore- 
faid, for the time being, we will mall be two) ſhall 
and may have, from henceforth for ever, full power 
and authority to inquire, hear and determine all 
and ſingular treſpaſſes and miſdcuneauors of what» 
foever kind, nature or ſort. ariſing within the town 
and pariſh aforeſaid, as juſtices of the peace in the 
county of Kent. Ivo or more of them may or 
can, do, act or perform, as well in as out of their 
ſeſſions, by virtue of our commiſhon or commiſ- 
fions to them made for that purpoſe; ſo as that 
nevertheleſs do in no wit proceed to the de. 
termining of any treaſon or felony, or any other 


offence touching the loſs of liſe or members, 


without the ſpecial mandate of us, our heirs or 
ſucceſſors, in that behalf. 
And that the ſaid mayor, jurats, and commonal- 
ty of the town and pariſh aforeſaid, and their ſuc. 
ceſſors, may have, take and receive, to their own 
proper uſe, all and ſingular fines, forfeitures, and 
Mues of jurors, for their non- appearance. And 
alſo fines and forfeitures, for treſpaſſes, and other 
miſdemeanors and contempts, before the ſaid 
mayor, recorder and three jurats, juſtices of the 
ce, 4 three of them, as aforeſaid, from _ 
to time ing, growing or art within the 
town and — l laid of „* f 
And further, of our like eſpecial grace, certain 
| knowledge 
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( 31 ) 
knowledge and mere motion, we have willed, given 
and granted, and by theſe preſents, for us, our 
heirs and ſucceſſors, do will, give and grant to the 
ſaid mayor, jurats, and commonalty of the town 
and pariſh aforeſaid, and their ſucceſſors, that the 
faid Edward. Hunter, and every mayor of the 
town and pariſh aforeſaid, from henceforth hap- 
pening, during the time of his 21 ſnall and 
may be the Coroner of us, our heirs and ſucceſ- 
fors, in and through the town and pariſh of Maid- 
one aforeſaid. And that he by himſelf, or by his 
ſufficient deputy, to be nominated or deputed in 
that behalf under the ſeal of the ſaid mayor, ſhall 
and may do and perform all and ſingular things 
within the ſaid town and pariſh aforeſaid which be- 
long or appertain to the office of coroner, in as 
ample manner and form as any coroner of an 
county of that of our —_— of Great-Brt- 
tain called England, or of ay 4 iberty within thoſe 


| hberties may, ought, or can lawfully, inquire, act, 


do, execute or fulfil ; the ſaid Edward Hunter, and 
every future mayor, firſt taking his corporal oath 
for the and faithful execution of that office in 
this behalf, that is to ſay, the ſaid Edward Hunter, 
before two or more of the ſaid perſons whom we 
have hereby appointed jurats ; and every future 
mayor, before the laſt mayor his predeceſſor, or his 
* ; or in caſe of the death or removal of the 

preceding mayor, then before two or more of 
the jurats for the time being. To which faid 
laſt mayor, and his ſucceſſors, and their reſpective 
deputies, and the faid jurats, from time to time, 


ve do by _ $I for us, our heirs and ſue- 


cellors, give and 


grant full power and — 


11 


adminiſter ſuch oath ; and that no other coroner of 
our county of Kent aforeſaid, do hereafter enter 
within the town and pariſh of Maidſtone aforeſaid, 
todo any thing which belongs or appertains to 
the office of coroner. 

And further, We of our ſpecial grace, certain 
knowledge, and mere motion, have given, grant- 
ed, and confirmed, and by theſe preſents, for us, 
our heirs, and ſucceſſors, do give, grant, and con- 
firm unto the ſaid mayor, jurats, and commonalty 
of the town and pariſh of Maidſtone aforeſaid, and 
their ſucceſſors, to their own proper uſe and be- 
hoof, all and fingular goods and chattels, waifes, 
eſtreats, fines, forfeitures, and other profits and 
emoluments, heretofore given and granted to the 
faid mayor, jurats and commonalty, and their ſuc- 
ceſſors, by the ſaid recited letters-patent of Queen 


Elizabeth; and alſo the goods and chattels of fe- | 


lons and fugnives outlawed, or put in exigent, here- 
after happening, growing, or ariſing by water, or 
by land, within the town and pariſh aforeſaid. 
And that the mayor of the town and pariſh afore- 
laid, for the time being, and his ſucceſſors, ſhall 
and may have, from time to time, return of all 
and ſingular writs, mandates. and precepts of us, 
our heirs and ſucceſſors, within the ſaid town and 
pariſh aforeſaid, hereafter to be made and execu- 


ted, ſo that our ſheriff, coroner, or eſcheator, in 


the county of Kent, or other miniſters of us, our 
heirs or fu 
do in no wile intermeddle himſelf, or themſelves, 
to att or do any thing in the premiſes within the 
town and pariſh aforeſaid. 

We will moreover, and by theſe preſents of our 


eſpecial | 


cceſſors, or any of them reſpettively, | 
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( 33 ) 
eſpecial grace, certain knowledge, and mere mo- 
tion, do, for us, our heirs ſucceſſors, grant 
unto the ſaid mayor, jurats, and commonalty, and 
their ſucceſſors, that they ſhall and may have, take 
and enjoy, to their own proper uſe and behoof, 
wharfage, anchorage, and groundage, of all and 
ſingular ſhips, and other veſſels, of whatſoever 
kind or burthen, coming to the ſaid town and 
porn of Maidſtone ; and reaſonable wages and 
ees for lading and unladingof merchandizes, goods 
and chattels, in the ſaid ſhips or veſſels, there to 
be laded or unladed, into or out of the ſaid ſhips 
or veſſels. And that alſo the ſaid mayor or jurats, 
and commonalty, and their ſucceſſors, may hke- 


wiſe have, through the water aforeſaid, irom the 


aforeſaid bridge, called Eaſt Farleigh Bridge, unto 
Hawkwood, the liberty or privilege of keeping and 
preſerving ſwans and cygnets, and a fwan mark for 


the ſame; and to change and altcr that ſwan mark 


at their pleaſure. And alſo all and ſingular fwans 
and cy , through the water aforeſaid, or with- 
in the bounds and limits aforeſaid, and the banks 
and ground of the ſame, building neſts, breeding, 


or frequenting, and not legally marked or noted 


with the ſwan mark aforeſaid, to mark and note. 
And full power and authority to purſue, retake, 
bring wel ug and have again, the ſwans and cygnets 
aforeſaid, ſwimming or wandering by water and 
land out of the limits and bounds aforeſaid, with- 
out the hindrance of us, our heirs, or ſucceſſors, 
or of any other our officers or miniſters, or of any 
other perſons whatſoever. 

We grant moreover, for us, our heirs and ſuc- 
ceſſors, unto the ſaid — jurats and — 


( 34 ) 
alty of the — end gar of Maidſtone aforeſaid, 
and the ſucceſſors, that they, or the major part 
of them, for the better ſupport of the charges of 
the town and pariſh aforeſaid, or for other reaſon- 
able cauſes or reſpetts, or for the public 
and benefit of that town and pariſh, and of the 
inhabitants thereof, ſhall and may lawfully, from 
time to time, make, impoſe, and affeſs, reaſonable 
taxes and affefl:nents, in reaſonable ſums of mo- 
ney, upon themſelves and every inhabitant there; 
and may have, take, and levy the ſame by diſtreſa, 
or in any other manner, as they have hereto- 
fore been uſed and accuſtomed. | | 
We will moreover, and by theſe preſents for us, 
our heirs and ſucceffors, do grant and confirm un- 
ta the ſaid mayor, jurats, and commonalty of the 
king's town and pariſh aforeſaid, and their ſueceſ- 
ſors, that they and their ſueceſſors ſhall and may 
have, hold, enjoy, and uſe from henceforth for ever, 
all and fingular ſuch lands, tenements, heradita- 
ments, goods and chattels, liberties, powers, au- 
thorities, franchiſes, immunities, indemnities, and 
free cuſtoms, as the ſaid town and pariſh of Maid- 
ſtone, or the ſaid late mayor, jurats and common» 
alty of the ſaid town before the ſaid diffolution, or 
their predeceſſors, have lawfully had, held or en- 
1 by virtue of any charters or letters-patent 

y us or by any of our progenitors heretofore 


And 
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And further we will, and by a preſents, ſor 
us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, of our eſpecial grace, 
certain knowledge and mere motion, do gram un- 
to the ſaid mayor, jurats and commonalty, and the it 
that theſe our letters-patent, and all and 
ſingular things in the ſame contained, ſhall be and 
remain from time to time good, firm, valid, ſuffct- 
ent and effeRual in the law, according to the true 
meaning of theſe preſents, notwithſtanding the not 
naming,or not theright and certain naming the pre- 
miſes aforeſaid, or any parcel thereof, in their or 
either of their proper natures, kinds, forts, quan- 
tities or qualities. 
And notwithſtanding the not reciting, or not 
truly reciting the ſaid ſeveral letters- patent before- 
mentioned, or any thing in the ſame contained, or 
2 aft, ordinance, proviſion, or reſtrittion, or any 


ett, uncertainty or wperſettion in theſe our 


letters-patent, or any other matter, cauſe or thing 
whatſoever to the rr in any wiſe not- 
withſtanding, we will alſe, and by preſents 
do grant to the ſaid jurats and commonalt 
of the town and i are drelaid, that | 
and may have our tetters-patent, ma 


ſealed in due manner under our great ſeal of Great- 
Britain, without any fine or fee, or ſmall, to 
be therefore in any wiſe rendered, paid or done to 
us in our hanaper, or elſewhere, to ouruſe, although 
expreſs mention be not made in theſe preſents of 
the true yearly value or certainty of the premiſes, 
or of any of them, or of any giſts or grants here. 
tofore made by us, 1 any of our anceſtors or 

progenitors, to the ſaid mayor, jurats and com- 
— 2 

| 2 or 
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ordinance, proviſion, proclamation, reſtriction to 
the contrary thereof heretofore had, made, iſſued, 
ordained or provided, or any other matter, cauſe 
or thing whatſoever in any wiſe notwithſtanding. 
In witneſs whereof we have cauſed theſe our let- 
ters to be made patent. 


Witneſs Our ſelf at Weſtminſter the Sixteenth D 
of — Twenty-firft Year of our Reign. 


By Writ of Privy Seal, 
COCKS. 
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